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ALLOSQUILLA AFRICANA (MANNING) 
(CRUSTACEA, STOMATOPODA), 
A NEW RECORD FROM SOUTHERN TUSCAN ARCHIPELAGO 
(WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN) 


During the investigations on the benthic fauna associated to 
Nephrops norvegicus (L.) in the southern Tuscan Archipelago (North 
Tyrrhenian Sea, western Mediterranean), the M/T . “Francesco 
Padre” obtained a female of the rare stomatopod nannosquillid Allo- 
squilla africana (Manning, 1970). 

The occurrence of a male of A. africana in this region has been 
already reported by DE RANIERI & Mori (1995). Unfortunately this 
specimen has gone lost since we have sent it to a researcher that has 
not yet answered to our letters. 

‘This new record suggests that the species is probably not uncom- 
mon in this region, which also represents a great increase in its known 
geographical range. 

Material. southern Tuscan Archipelago, between Giglio and 
Montecristo Islands, (approx. Lat. 42°16,35’ N, Long. 10°44,94’ 
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E) muddy bottom; 320-379 m depth; 8th August 1995; female total 
length 54.1 mm; trawled; M. Mori leg. 

The specimen is lacking of both raptorial claws and left uropod. 
The colour in live is in accordance with the one described by DE 
RANIERI & Mori (1995). Other measurements taken with an ocular 
micrometer with accuracy of + 0.01 mm are: carapace length 12.1; 
rostral plate length 2.5; rostral plate width 3.2; antennal scale length 
3.5; antennal scale width 1.04; cornea width 2.7; eye length 1.9; fifth 
abdominal somite width 12; telson length 6.2; telson width 9.5. 

The specimen is deposited in the Museo Civico di Storia Natu- 
rale “G. Doria” of Genova. 
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Fig. 1: Allosquilla africana: a) right uropod, ventral view; b) front; c) telson, dorsal 
view; d) telson, ventral view. Scale bars= 2 mm. 
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REMARKS 


The general morphology, as well as the rostral plate, eye and 
uropod of the present female (Fig. 1a, b). agree basically with the 
description given by FROGLIA & MANNING (1986, 1989) for the spe- 
cies. Some features of its telson, instead, as the number of the fixed 
teeth and intermediate denticles (Fig. 1c, d) result slightly different 
both from those of the other known specimens (cf. MANNING & FRO- 
GLIA, 1979, Fig. 1 c, d; FROGLIA & MANNING, 1986, Fig. 1b, c; DE 
RANIERI & Mon, 1995, Fig. 1c, d). 


The telson of this species, however, as already underlined by 
FROGLIA & MANNING (1986), seems to be a character extremely 
variable. A. africana (Manning, 1970) described from one female 
caught off the Niger delta (MANNING, 1977) and A. adriatica Ste- 
vcic, 1979 described from one female collected in the central Adriatic 
Sea (MANNING & FROGLIA, 1979) were synonymized by FROGLIA & 
MANNING (1986) after the examination of a second female from the 
Adriatic Sea. 


Different environments might induce various morphotypes in the 
species. Additional specimens of A. africana are necessary to clarify 
this aspect, but above all it will be of great interest to collect its still 
unknown larval stages. Nevertheless, the sampling of adult speci- 
mens of A. africana seems already problematic. In fact, our female 
would have to be, at the present, the 5th specimen collected all over 
its known geographical range. According to VALLADARES (1989), 
however, the rarity of individuals in some stomatopod species can 
be attributed, more than to extreme scarcity, to a general ignorance 
of their habitat and way of life, since they are not caught by usual 
methods. A tendency for nocturnal activity and life in burrows during 
the day make their collection more difficult, above all for the deep sea 
stomatopods. Collaboration with the fishermen seems to be the only 
inexpensive method to collect them. ‘Thus, in areas where it is impor- 
tant to be aware of which species one is dealing with, simple identifi- 
cation brochures or leaflets must be furnished to the fishermen. 
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SUMMARY 


This paper provides on a new record of Allosquilla africana (Manning), a rare 
nannosquillid stomatopod, in the Tuscan Archipelago (North Tyrrhenian Sea, 
western Mediterranean). Such further finding indicates that the species is probably 
not uncommon in this region, which also represents a great increase in its known geo- 
graphical range. An illustrated description of the main features of the female collected 
is provided. This specimen is preserved in the Museo Civico di Storia Naturale “G. 
Doria” of Genova. 


RIASSUNTO 


Su un nuovo ritrovamento di Allosquilla africana (Manning) (Crustacea, Stoma- 
topoda) nell’Arcipelago Toscano meridionale (Mediterraneo occidentale) 


Nel presente lavoro si riferisce sulla cattura di un esemplare di un raro stomato- 
pode Nannosquillidae, Allosquilla africana (Manning), nell Arcipelago Toscano meri- 
dionale (Mar Tirreno, Mediterraneo occidentale). Questo nuovo ritrovamento indica 
che la specie non è rara in questa regione. Vengono descritte e illustrate le principali 
caratteristiche della femmina raccolta, che è conservata nel Museo Civico di Storia 
Naturale di Genova “G. Doria”. 
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